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Welcome, analog aficionados.

The summer months of June to August 2025 have been nothing short of explosive for our
community. While the digital world continues its march towards the ethereal cloud, we have
seen a powerful reaffirmation of the physical, the mechanical, and the meticulously crafted.
This quarter was defined by a fascinating duality: breathtaking innovation at the highest end
and thoughtful, accessible refinement for the enthusiast looking to build their collection.
From the hallowed halls of the Munich High-End Show to the intimate listening rooms of the
Newport Audio Show, the message was clear: the analog renaissance is not just alive, itis
evolving.

Let’s dive into the highlights.

Top News & Trends: Summer 2025

1. The "Accessible High-End" Movement Gains Steam

A clear trend emerging from multiple trade shows is manufacturers targeting the serious
listener who may not have a trust fund. We are seeing more turntables in the $2,000 - $5,000
range featuring engineering trickle-down from flagship models, such as in-house
manufactured motors and advanced isolation systems.

2. Sustainability in Materials

Both Acoustic Signature and Pro-Ject made headlines with announcements regarding the use
of recycled and sustainably sourced materials in plinths and packaging, a welcome and much
talked-about shift in the industry.

3. Tape’s Second Act: the Playback Machine

While new reel-to-reel tape releases from major labels remain a niche-of-a-niche, the market
for high-quality, new playback-only tape decks is growing. Manufacturers are catering to
collectors who want to experience pristine vintage pre-recorded tapes without the
maintenance headaches of a vintage machine.



Turntable Spotlight: Launches & Reviews

The Showstopper: TechDAS Air Force Zero

The undisputed king of the Munich High-End show wasn’t just a turntable. It was a statement.
TechDAS's Air Force Zero, with its dual-arm pods and active air suspension, finally made its
public debut. Early reports from those who secured a listening session describe a sound of
"absolute neutrality," "breathtaking dynamic authority," and "a complete absence of
mechanical noise." With a price tag edging into the high six figures, it remains a dream for
most, but its technological influence will undoubtedly trickle down.

The Critical Darling: Linn Sondek LP12-50

The 50th-anniversary edition of the legendary LP12 has been rolling out to reviewers, and the
consensus is unanimous: Linn has created the ultimate expression of its iconic design. The
review in The Absolute Sound praised its new Keel sub-chassis and Radikal 2 power supply,
calling it "the most resolved, rhythmically compelling, and musically engaging LP12 we have
ever heard." It is a historic turntable that honors its past while firmly looking forward.

The Game Changer: MoFi Electronics StudioTracker

Launched at the Newport Audio Show in August, MoFi’s new flagship StudioTracker cartridge
($1,995) has sent shockwaves through the industry. Featuring a unique "UltraTracker" nude

fine-line diamond stylus mounted on a solid boron cantilever, it promises tracking ability and



detail retrieval that rivals cartridges costing twice as much. Early reviews suggestitis a

benchmark at its price point.

New Flagships & Upper-Tier Models

Burmester Reference Line: At High End Munich 2025, Burmester unveiled a
completely new Reference line: the 257 Turntable, 249 Preamplifier, and 259 Power
Amplifier. The 257 features an inverted magnetic bearing, dual high-torque motors,
and optical sensors for very tight speed regulation.

TechDAS Air Force IV: Another standout from Munich was the Air Force IV. It sits
between the Air Force V and lll Premium S in the TechDAS lineup. It has a 9kg solid
block platter, improved suspension, and houses the motor outboard.

Soulution 787 Linear-Tracking Turntable: A fascinating design that inverts the usual
logic: the tonearm stays fixed, and the platter/drive move across it. Claimed tracking
error is exceptionally low (£0.15°). Definitely more of a statement piece.

Wilson Benesch “Alpha Drive” & Tonearm Innovations: Wilson Benesch continues
to push in terms of build, design, and engineering. Their Alpha Drive, part of the
high-end GMT One System, and the GRAVITON Ti tonearm (used beyond their flagship
ecosystem for the first time) were major talking points.




More “Accessible” New Models & Special Editions

Audio-Technica AT-LPA2: A premium model with acrylic chassis/platter, separate PSU,
and moving-coil cartridge (AT-OC9XEN). Price around £1,699 / €1,999. A visually
striking turntable.

Revox T77 Alice Cooper Limited Edition: Limited to 50 units worldwide. Comes with
MC cartridge (Ortofon Quintet Black S), carbon fibre tonearm tube, etc. Price ~ €8,950.
A mashup of collectible design and serious spec.

Lenco L-455BK: More affordable relative to the flagships, but with attention paid to
sound and usability. Belt drive, Ortofon 2M Red cartridge, USB output for digitisation,
built-in phono stage, etc. Approx £449/€499. Great option for those wanting quality
without ultra-luxury pricing.

Pro-Ject Artist / Special Editions: Pro-Ject rolled out limited editions (including Elvis,
Snoopy and others) with fancy platters, arms, LED lighting, etc., geared toward those
who want audio + visual / design flair.

Trends & Show Observations

Transparent or semi-transparent materials/chassis are becoming more common
(AT-LPA2, etc.). It appears a visual “wow factor” is increasingly important in high-end
analog.

Linear tracking is still niche, but innovations like Soulution’s 787 suggest renewed
engineering interest in minimizing tracking error and cartridge distortion.

Speed regulation, isolation, and suspension systems continue to be one of the key
distinguishing features between premium models. Motor/bracket design (e.g. outboard
motors, dual motors) are seen more.




Show Floor Highlights: Munich & Newport

e Munich High-End Show (June): The analog halls were packed. Beyond the TechDAS,
highlights included:

e Clearaudio showcasing their new Concept Active turntable with a built-in, upgraded
phono stage.

e DS Audio demonstrating their latest optical cartridges to captivated crowds,
highlighting the format's freedom from inductive loading.

e Newport Audio Show (August): A more intimate affair with a focus on listening.

e The "Tape Project" room, featuring a bank of restored Otari and Studer machines
playing Y2-track, 15 IPS copies of classic albums, had a constant line out the door.

e VPI presented their new Prime Walnut turntable, offering a beautiful aesthetic
upgrade to their best-selling model.

HiFi Turntables Buyer's Guide (June—-Aug 2025)
] Entry to Mid-Tier (€400-€2,000)

1. Audio-Technica AT-LPA2
* Price: ~€1,999

* Pros: Transparent acrylic chassis and platter, separate PSU, premium AT-OC9XEN
moving coil cartridge.

* Cons: Styling may not appeal to purists; cartridge isn't easily swapped.

* Best For: Design-conscious audiophiles wanting plug-and-play performance.

2. Lenco L-455BK
* Price: ~€499

* Pros: Built-in phono stage, Ortofon 2M Red cartridge, USB output for digitizing.
* Cons: Belt drive may not offer top-tier speed stability; mid-range tonearm.

* Best For: Newcomers to vinyl or digital archivers on a budget.

3. Pro-Ject Artist Editions (e.g. Elvis, Snoopy)
* Price: €400-€1,000

* Pros: Unique designs, custom finishes, collectible appeal.



* Cons: Limited edition availability, standard tech under flashy visuals.

* Best For: Fans of pop culture and casual vinyl collectors.

Il High-End (€2,000-€10,000)

4. Revox T77 Alice Cooper Limited Edition
* Price: ~€8,950

* Pros: Ortofon Quintet Black S MC cartridge, carbon tonearm, eye-catching design.
* Cons: Very limited; may command collector prices.

* Best For: Revox enthusiasts and collectors looking for exclusivity.

- Flagship & Statement Gear (€10,000+)

5. Burmester 257 Turntable
* Price: Estimated €35,000+

* Pros: Magnetic bearing, dual-motor system, impeccable engineering.
* Cons: High cost requires matching gear to shine.

* Best For: Reference-level systems and elite audiophile builds.

6. Soulution 787 Linear-Tracking Turntable
* Price: ~€45,000 (est.)

* Pros: Radical fixed-arm design, ultra-low tracking error, gorgeous build.
* Cons: Complex setup, extremely high-end market.

* Best For: Audiophiles seeking ultra-low distortion and rare design.

7. TechDAS Air Force IV
* Price: ~€50,000+

* Pros: Legendary brand, rock-solid platter, vacuum hold-down optional.
* Cons: Space-intensive, not beginner-friendly.

* Best For: Analog obsessives and fans of precision Japanese engineering.



8. Wilson Benesch GMT One / Graviton Ti System
* Price: €75,000+ (full setup)

* Pros: Ultra-light tonearm, state-of-the-art drive system.
* Cons: Only makes sense in a top-tier rig.

* Best For: High-end collectors who want cutting-edge British analog tech.

Reel-to-Reel Report: Tape's Resurgence Continues

United Home Audio's New Flagship: The SuperDeck X

UHA continued its dominance in the high-end tape playback market with the unveiling of the
SuperDeck X. Based on a heavily modified Technics transport, it features a new proprietary
tape head assembly, a completely redesigned tube-based playback electronics section, and
their flagship "Phase-Lock Servo" motor drive system. Demonstrated with stunning 15 IPS, Y-
track master tapes, it was described by Part-Time Audiophile as "the closest thing to having
the master tape itself in your living room."

The Swiss Army Knife: Ballfinger's M002 Series Il

German engineering firm Ballfinger addressed user feedback with the announced update to
their M002 machine. The Series |l model, previewed in June, includes enhanced connectivity
options (including a dedicated DAC output for their proprietary digital conversion of analog
tape signals) and a more user-friendly tensioning system. It remains one of the few machines
on the market capable of both playback and recording to the highest standards.



New & Limited Releases

e Revox B77 Mk lll: Arguably the strongest current mainstream new reel-to-reel model. Price
posted at €15,950. This is a full factory new build (not a reconditioned vintage unit), signalling
serious commitment by Revox to analog tape in 2025.

* Revox Alice Cooper Limited Edition B77 Mk Ill: Alongside the standard B77 Mk I,
Revox released a special Alice Cooper edition (signed, limited numbers). Premium
price.

* Metaxas & Sins TR-X Tourbillon: High-end and very sculptural. It introduces a kind of
watch-inspired “tourbillon” concept to help regulate tape speed — an unusual
intersection of horology and tape transport. Very expensive and highly bespoke.

* United Home Audio Ultima Apollo: Recognised in some editor’s-choice / “best of”
lists for tape decks. It is seen as a strong contender, offering newer designs / better



electronics in the open reel realm, pushing the envelope of what comparatively
modern tape playback can achieve.

Market & Cultural Trends

Renewed mainstream interest in reel-to-reel: people are not only collecting vintage
machines, but manufacturers are releasing new ones or re-issues.

Blank reel stock, tapes, and accessories are rising in visibility — some tapes/blank
reels are commanding much higher prices year over year.

Many audiophiles are citing not just novelty, but sound quality: the dynamic range,
warmth, and saturation of tape, are increasingly appreciated as something beyond
nostalgia.

Hybrid / special editions (e.g. rock artists) continue to be a way to draw attention to
analog gear — Alice Cooper’s name attached to both Revox turntables and tape decks
is a strong example.

Challenges & Considerations

Price vs Accessibility: The cost of entry is getting steeper, especially for decent new
reel-to-reel machines and high-tier turntables with exotic components (linear tracking,
special tonearms, etc.). Many people still rely on vintage gear, but restoration/servicing
costs and availability are rising.

Service / Parts: As more vintage or hybrid gear is used, maintenance becomes a
bottleneck. Tape machines in particular need reliable technicians, spare heads,
belts/or electronics. Same for accurate tonearms, platters, etc.

Tapes & Media Supply: Blank reels (good quality), mastered tapes, and media thatis
not deteriorated remain a challenge, especially outside of big markets. Longevity and
preservation are concerns.

Physical size and space: Some of the newer reel machines and high-end turntables
are very large or heavy, demanding more physical space and more care in set-up.




Reel-to-Reel Tape Decks Buyer's Guide (June-Aug 2025)
[] Mid to High-End (€10,000-€20,000)

1. Revox B77 Mk Il
* Price: €15,950

* Pros: Fully new production (not refurbished), classic designh, modern performance.
* Cons: Limited stock; tape costs add up fast.

* Best For: Audiophiles re-entering the world of open-reel with a solid foundation.

Il uttra High-End / Boutique (€20,000-€100,000+)

2. Revox B77 Mk 1l Alice Cooper Edition
* Price: €18,000+ (collector pricing)

* Pros: Same great performance as standard B77 Mk Il sighed and numbered.
* Cons: Scarcity + design upcharge; notideal for regular use.

* Best For: Rock fans & gear collectors who use display as much as playback.

3. Metaxas & Sins TR-X Tourbillon
* Price: €50,000+

* Pros: Mechanically elegant, highly stylized, horological influence.
* Cons: Not a daily driver; complex and very niche.

* Best For: Art collectors and eccentric audiophiles wanting showpiece tape gear.

4. United Home Audio Ultima Apollo
* Price: €25,000-€35,000+

* Pros: Modern electronics, open-reel performance with extreme fidelity.
* Cons: Rare in EU markets, long wait times.

* Best For: Reel-to-reel diehards who want best-in-class playback and fresh production
gear.



What to Watch Next (for Autumn & Winter)

* Further developments in speed regulation tech for tape, possibly more integrating
hybrid or “watch/hybrid” mechanical regulators like tourbillon style.

* More "affordable" open-reel decks or smaller reel sizes being made for entry-level or
mid-budget audiophiles, to broaden the market.

* Continued special edition / artist collaborations — they are clearly effective in creating
buzz and may also help fund R&D.

* Turntable innovations that improve isolation, vibration control, and speed drift —
maybe more use of magnetic levitation, air-bearings, or non-traditional arm systems.

* Apossible increase in streaming + analog hybrid components (turntables with built-in
streaming or wireless outputs or deck + digital conversion bundles). Also, perhaps
more IP88 / networked analog source integration.
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